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President, wife visit China, Thailand
Ties between Illinois State
University and several governmental
and educational institutions 10,000
miles from campus were strengthened
and reinforced this summer when ISU
President Lloyd Watkins, accompanied by his wife, Mary, spent 2½ weeks
in the People's Republic of China and
in Thailand.
During the first half of September,
Dr. and Mrs. Watkins visited Liaoning
(Province) Normal University in the
city of Dalian, met with officials of the
Foreign Languages Publ;ca:ion and
Distribution Bureau in Beijing, met
with about 20 alumni in Hong Kong,
and visited with and received an
honorary doctoral degree from
Srinakharinwirot University in Bangkok, Thailand.
Last February, Watkins and President He Jie of Liaoning Normal University signed a faculty and student
exchange agreement. ISU currently
has faculty members at LNU and
several Chinese students are in
classes at Illinois State. Next summer,
ISU students will attend classes in
Dalian. Agreements also have existed
for several years with the Foreign

Languages group in China and
Srinakharinwirot University.
Students from ISU also participate
in exchange programs at un ivers ities
in Austria, England, France, Italy,
Japan, Scotland and West Germany.
Other shorter programs are offered in
the Soviet Union, Spain, the Caribbean and the Netherlands.
"The faculty and student
exchange between ISU and Liaoning
Normal University will evolve into a
more active exchange in the future ,"
\ll3.t~in.s s2ic "During our visit we
talked about these matters and
worked on strengthening our relationship and stengthening their feelings
of confidence in it. In Asia, building
these bridges of understanding
involves spending time together, getting to know one another."
The Dalian area, Watkins found,
is a community of 4½ million people.
There is a heavy Russian influence
and considerable Japanese influence
since Russia liberated China from
Japan in World War II. The People's
Republic of China has a population of
1 .2 billion people, about a quarter of
the world 's populati on, making popu-

Meeting at Srinakharinwirot University were, from left, U.S. Ambassador to Thailand William Brown, President Watkins, Srinakharinwirot
President Song-Sak and University Council Secretary Athorn.

After receiving honorary doctorate, President Watkins was congratulated by Srinakharinwirot University officials Vice President Sermsak,
left, and Secretary Athorn, right.
lation control a major priority in the
country. Government regulations and
controls discourage famil ies from having more than one child .
Among other things, Watkins
noted the many thousands of bicycles
used daily as a primary source of
transportation. Automobiles are too
expensive for most private individuals
to own. But, there is a great feeling of
optimism among the Chinese people.
"There is a feeling that a great
future lies ahead for China," he said,
"and that the dark days of the cultu ral
revolution will not be allowed to
return."
Contrary to the stereotype fostered by the d rab clothing of only a
few years ago, the Chinese people
wear colorful, lively clothes ("in many
cities people dress just like Americans "). There also is considerable
private ownership and investment,
"an interesting mixture of capitalism
and socialism," Watkins said.
China is becoming more and
more modern in many respects, he
said. According to Normand Madore,
professor of c urriculum and instruction who accompanied Dr. and Mrs.
Watki ns on the trip and wil l stay at
Dalian for three months, airplane ser-

vice within China has improved
dramatically in th e past year alone,
moving from propeller planes to jets.
Among the sites Dr. and Mrs.
Watkins visited were the Forbidden
City, the former central heart of the
country where emperors lived, and
Xi'an, where a 1974 archeological find
uncovered the burial place of the first
emperor of China. It is believed that
6,000 life-size terra cotta soldiers, one
representing each of the emperor's
guards will be uncovered. " Xian was
the only place I wasn 't allowed to take
a photograph," Watkins said, "and
that was because they had postcards
for sale."
"We left China after eight days,
and my overall im press ion is that
former President Richard Nixon's
actions opening our relationship with
the People's Republic may go down in
history as th e most important diplomatic initiative of the 20th century,"
Watkins said. "China is a vast,
heavily-populated country whose
people essentially want what people
everywhere want-a decent life for
themselves and their children.

(Con't. on page 2.)

From the desk
of Carol Morris

President's message
By Lloyd Watkins
For a number of years, I have
stated in various communications that
Illinois State University is extremely
popular with students, that it is an
"institution of choice." Enrollment statistics for the autumn semester, 1986,
show that 21,278 students are taking
courses on campus, an all-time
record and an increase of 859 over
last year's record enrollment. Growth
occurred in every college with especially strong gains being recorded by
the colleges of Arts and Sciences,
Education, and Fine Arts. The College
of Arts and Sciences, with 5,053
majors, is now our largest college. We
also recorded a substantial increase
in the number of students enrolled for
graduate courses. This record enrollment occurred despite the fact that
we closed freshman enrollment early
and increased our standards for the
admission of freshmen.
While we are pleased that ISU is
so well regarded by students seeking

university educations, we are bursting
at the seams. Our physical plant and
our operating budget mandate that we
gradually reduce our enrollment a bit.
We again will raise standards and
institute even earlier enrollment deadlines for prospective freshmen.
We believe these measures are
required in order for us to have the
resources necessary for offering high
quality educational opportunities. We
are popular precisely because prospective students and their parents
perceive that Illinois State University
is a university of high quality, and we
will not sacrifice the quality of our
offerings for the sake of increased
numbers. We will seek increased
resources while we reduce
enrollments.
Unfortunately, this wil l mean that
some deserving men and women who
wish to attend ISU will have to go
elsewhere. While this is regrettable,
we believe our top priority must be to
serve well those we are able to
accommodate within the scope of the
resources available to us. This will
maintain ISU's excellent reputation as
one of the top universities in the state
and the nation.

China (Con't. from page 1.)- - - - - - - - - - - - - "They admire the technological
expertise of the United States and
would like to acquire it themselves,
and ISU will be a part of that. Liaoning
University, to the best of my knowledge," Watkins said, "has only one
computer and it is in their science
building. But we have to keep in perspective how well the country is
progressing."
After visiting with about 20 alums
in Hong Kong, Dr. and Mrs. Watkins
traveled to Bangkok to sign an
agreement extending ISU's relationship with Srinakharinwirot University.
President Watkins also received an
honorary doctoral degree in ceremonies t.here.
"Srinakharinwirot sends us their
faculty members who are graduate
students here working on doctoral
and master's degrees," Watkins said.
"Our facu lty members go there to do
research and teach.
"It seemed very important to
them that we extend our exchange
agreement. Receiving the honorary
doctorate was a very lovely and
touching ceremony. Their kindness
was very sincere and flattering. The
hospitality of the people in Thailand
was overwhelming," Watkins said. "In
the 2½ years since we were there last
it seems like they've made a 15-year
advancement in prosperity. The
hotels in Thailand were the best I've
seen anywhere in the world, opulent

almost beyond belief.
"We also met the U.S. ambassador to Thailand, William Brown, who
is a thoroughly knowledgable, likable
and excellent diplomat. We are being
well served by Mr. Brown."
Watkins said that while Liaoning
and Srinakharinwirot universities have
much to gain from ISU faculty
members, Illinois State also stands to
benefit.
"Of the students enrolled at Illinois State, 97 percent are from Illinois," he said. "Having students from
other countries living and attending
classes here gives our students the
opportunity to learn from them and to
discover that people everywhere have
the same aspirations. We have to
realize that people really are not as
different as the more simplistic among
us would like to believe.
"These exchanges are a tremendous two-way street. It is imperative that Americans develop a global,
international perspective because _we
are living in an increasingly interdependent world," Watkins said.
"My hope is that perhaps by the
turn of the century, or at least within
my lifetime, every student at ISU will
have a reasonable opportunity to
spend at least a little time studying in
another country. When you can spend
time in another country, and immerse
yourself in a different culture, you
never will be quite the same again."

Director of Alumni & Parent
Services:
ISU students are fortunate, as
evidenced by the turnout for the 1986
Parents Weekend. Record attendance
for all Parents Weekend activities was
proof that ISU students are fortunate
to have parents who support their
endeavors in higher education. And
for the sixth semester in a row, I'm
proud to recognize the contributions
of the Parents Association to making
the ISU experience the best one
available. Nearly $6,000 of the
$11 ,200 donated by parents last year
was distributed to 16 different projects
on campus.
It is my pleasure to introduce you
to this fall 's recipients (and their projects) of funds from the Parents
Association. After reviewing 35 proposals, the Parents Advisory Board
chose the fo llowing projects:
Office of Student Life and
Programs-Purchase of Leadership
Development resources; established
an award recognizing the top accumulative fraternity and sorority
chapter grade point average; funded
the BACCHUS Chapter alcohol
awareness poster campaign.
Office of Residential LifePurchased resource materials for the
residence hal l wellness libraries;
sponsored a hall government leadership workshop; sponsored a cultural
awareness student retreat.
Financial Aid Office/Student
Employment- Purc hased materials
on time management, budgeting,
interview preparation and lifelong
employment skills; purchased job
orientation materials for students
hired as campus clerical workers.
Bone Student CenterSponsored a non-alcohol ic entertainment program kicking off Alcohol
Awareness Week.
Student Counseling CenterPurchased "Where to Get It," a mini
referral guide for students containing
information regarding university services and programs.
Student Health Service-Aided
establishment of a substance abuse
education program for students with
an emphasis on cocaine abuse.
Office of Student AffairsProvided funds to the Student Affairs
AIDS Committee to attract expert
speakers.
Alumni and Parent Services
Office-Provided funds for the "State
Fair" exhibit program du ring Parents
Weekend.

Illinois~
State ~
University
,
.
,
/,I

_______p----cr:
'J~

Student Judicial OfficePurchased materials for the alcohol
education program.
Minority Professional Opportunities Office- Provided funds for the
printing of a MPO brochure describing
the program to prospective students,
parents, and counselors.
Phi Sigma Honor SocietyProvided honoraria for a biological
sciences seminar series.
The Parents Board will make a
similar allocation at its spring meeting
in April.
Parents are encouraged to contribute annually to the Parents Association. The amount of your gift is not
as important as your participation.
Just think, if every ISU parent were to
contribute $10, the Parents Association would be on the receiving end of
nearly $200,000 for education
enrichment! $200,000 that can go
toward student oriented projects; all to
make your son's or daughter's education the very best. Please consider
making a gift today.
Parents Weekend 1987 has
been scheduled for October 24, 1987.
Plans are being made now for next
year's weekend. If you have suggestions for specific events or activities
to be included in the schedule, please
feel free to contact me in the Parent
Services office. Hotel space in Bloomington/Normal fills up rapidly; it is
best to make your reservations early
for this special weekend.
We sincerely hope that Parents
Weekend 1986 allowed you to have
an enjoyable visit with your ISU student and catch a glimpse of ISU in full
swing.
Interested in getting involved?
The Parents Advisory Board of the
Parents Association is in need of new
members. The members of the board
represent vari ous geographic areas.
This year we need parents from
northwest Illinois, east central Illinois,
south central Illinois, and one out-ofstate representative. The Board
meets on campus one time per
semester. Parents interested in serving on the Board should contact the
Parent Services Office in Rambo
House for an application.
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Student athletes cited
NCAA News, the official publication of the National ·collegiate
Athletic Association, cited ISU athletes in its Sept. 8 issue in a story
headlined "Many college athletes
work hard at being good students."
The article described academic
achievements of athletes from eight
member schools and seven conferences, including the Missouri Valley and the Gateway. The story
mentioned that 111 of ISU's 387
student-athletes attained a 3.00
grade average on a 4.00 scale for
the Spring, 1986 term and that
seven Redbird student-athletes
achieved a 4.00.
The Valley's 238-member conference commissioner's list for

student-athletes earning a 3.00 or
higher for the 1985-86 academic
year was cited along with the
Gateway's president's list, which
included 100 student-athletes with
at least a 3.50 for the third year in
the league's four-year history. A
total of 119 student-athletes made
the Gateway list for 1985-86.
Other schools mentioned in
that NCAA News story were
George Washington, Northern
Arizona, Northeast Louisiana,
Nevada-Las Vegas, Hunter,
Georgia and Colorado State. The
other conferences named were the
Atlantic Coast, Metro, Southeastern, Southland and Pacific Coast
Athletic Association.

Student insurance
extension available
ISU includes a new comprehensive insurance plan in tuition and fees
for students registered for 9 or more
credit hours each semester, (6 or
more credit hours in summer) . The
policy benefits are payable anywhere
in the world at a rate of $44 per
semester, $33 summer session.
Insured spring students can extend
coverage through the summer even if
they are not enrolled for summer
classes or enrolled fo r too few
summer hours to be assessed for
insurance in summer fees. Insured
graduates can extend this policy one
more term at the group rate at a time
when family coverage might terminate
the student's coverage.
The policy is designed to meet
the needs of students without other
insurance or to provide 100% coverage for insured expenses by coordinating with a family policy.
T he benefits include:
Maximum payable for any one
injury or illness-$100,000.
A stop-loss feature limits the
insured's out-of-pocket expenses for
covered charges to $1 ,000 ($1 ,500
family).
1. Hospital inpatient benefits:
80% of hospital room and board
and miscellaneous.
80% anesthesia, lab, x-ray, and
other associated expenses.

2.

Hospital emergency room
benefits:
100% for accident and life threatening illiness up to $750
80% after a $25 deductible for
use of emergency room fo r nonemergency illne.sses referred by
the Student Health Service. (No
emergency room payment for
non-emergency illnesses for students without a Student Health
Service referral.)
3. Outpatient expenses:
80% of diagnostic test or
procedures
80% outpatient surgery
4. Surgical expense:
80% of surgery expenses as
defined by the mandatory outpatient surgical list contai ned in
brochure
5. Office visits
$25 deductible on first visit, 80%
of balance and subsequent visits.
A complete description of this
policy is available from:
The Office of Student Insurance
Room 114, Rachel Cooper Building
Illinois State University
Normal, Illinois 61761 -6901
309/438-2515

Computer literacy required
for freshman English courses
By Marc Lebovitz
It is almost an understatement to
say that ISU's English department hit
the ground running as it initiated its
mandatory computer literacy policy
this semester. And the results have
been astonishing.
Illinois State is the fi rst major
university in the country to require its
freshman English st.udents, all of
whom must take the required
Language and Composition I, to prepare all their assignments on a
microcomputer. The policy will ensure
that in four years (when this year's
freshmen are seniors), virtually all lSU
students will know thei r way around a
microcomputer.
After a pilot program the past two
years showed prom ise, the full-scale
operation began this fall, and by the
end of this academic year, more than
5,400 students will have taken an
English class in which all their
assignments will have been completed on a computer terminal. A $30per-semester fee permits students to
use the terminals not only in their
classes but during open hours until
midnight each evening.
According to Charles Harris,
chairperson of the English department
at ISU, the department favors the
"process approach" to teaching
language and composition, an
approach similar to a studio art class
in which the instructor looks over the
students' shoulders to observe and
help with suggestions while they work.
Th is was difficult when students
were using typewriters or hand-writing
their assignments, and students were
disincl ined to make corrections and
revisions when it involved erasures,
correction fluid or-the worst option
of all-typing a fresh copy.
"Working at a microcomputer
encourages multiple drafting of
assignments," Harris said, "because
there is no risk. Paragraphs can be
moved around, corrections can be
made with great ease, and you don't
have a copy printed out on paper until
you are satisfied with what you have
on the screen.
"This is the best way to teach
writing because writing is really rewriting," he said. "It's the way writers
actually work- revise and revise."
A wing of Stevenson Hall's
second floor was remodeled recently
into the nine computer English class rooms where Engl ish students learn
just enough WordStar word processing program to do their work. In add ition to 200 microcomputers in those
classrooms, 70 are available in Milner
Library (to those who paid their $30)
and 30 each in Watterson Towers and
Colby Hall, two residence halls on
campus.

"We have been very careful to
make it clear we are not in the business of teaching computer science,"
Harris said. "Microcomputers
enhance the teaching of writing, so
the students are taught only enough
to let them do their writing
assignments."
Not only has there been little
resistance to the changeover, according to English instructor Susan Day,
but the number of students who trad itionally drop English 101 has declined
dramatically, and punctuality is much
better. Day and her col league Carolyn
Boiarsky serve as computer troubleshooters in the English computer
rooms.
" Of course, there is a little frustration among the students while they
are learning WordStar, but the enthusiasm is very good," she said. "There
are students working at the terminals
constantly, from 8 in the morning
when we open until we close at midnight. They are writing their brains out
and it tru ly has been improving the
final product."
Day, who taught in the pilot program the past two years, said the students at Preview ISU, the freshman
orientation program in the summer,
are encouraged to learn to type.
Then, basic computer instruction in
the English class gets them on their
way.
"Actually, there are very few students who have never sat down at a
microcomputer prior to these Eng lish
c lasses," she said. "And very few
have the fear of computers that some
older people have. Even if students
don't become great writers, at least
they will have skills in word
6f!PP"'
processing ."
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114 students honored for scholastic records
Nine Robert G. Bone Scholars
and four Regents Scholars were
among a group of 114 award recipients honored for their achievements
at the annual University Scholarship
Awards Ceremony in September.
President Lloyd Watkins spoke at
the ceremony and Vice President and
Provost David Strand was master of
ceremonies. Others on the program
were Acting Chancellor Roderick
Groves, W. Charles Witte of the ISU
Foundation Board , and former President Robert G. Bone, who presented
the award named in his honor, the
highest academic award offered by
ISU.

Bone Scholars
Bone Scholars, who received
$100 each, are Marsha Ginson, a
business administration major from
Deerfield; Leslie Irwin, an accounting
major from Pekin; Lori James, an
accounting major from Emden; Kerry
Kalus, a parks and recreation major
from Peoria; Lisa Romano, an elementary education major from Ottawa;
Karie Schroen, an elementary education major from Gahanna, Ohio;
Denise Spangler, an elementary education major from Morton; Brenda
Stalcup, an English major from Trenton; and Rebecca Wiese, a Spanish
and economics major from
Bloomington.

Regents Scholars
The Regents Scholars program,
established last year to honor former
Board of Regents executive director
Franklin G. Matsler, presented $300
each to Ginson, Kalus, Schroen and
Stalcup.

Academic Program
Scholars
Academic Program Scholars this
year were Lisa Brandau, Tinley Park,
music; Sarah Ann Burford, Teutopolis,
elementary education; Gina
Clements, Quincy, applied computer
sciences; Darrin Coon, Normal, history; Ann D. Egleton, Toluca, history;
Monica L. Eichelkraut, Decatur, health
sciences; Joanne Elliott, Genoa, physical education ; Christine Grosboll,
Springfield, foreign languages.
Brenda Hallbaur, Carlinville, agri culture; Angela Harkenrider, Lansing,
music; Jill Herbold, Wheaton, foreign
ianguages; Thomas A. Hutchison,
Bensenville, international business;
Kerry Lynn Kalus, Peoria, parks and

recreation; Thomas G. Kapper,
Chatsworth, industrial technology;
Brian Kimpel, Polo, geography;
Kathryn Marie Ku c, Calumet City,
accounting.
Jean Larson, Mendota, health
sciences; Susan Lehman, Polo, criminal justice sciences; Joseph Martindale, Lewistown, physics; Michael P
McGill, Streamwood, chemistry; Gayle
T. Miller, health sciences; Martin John
Miller, Oregon, philosophy and political science: Betty Mylott, Congerville,
curriculum and instruction; Diana
Nolin, Sheldon , music; Timothy
Noreuil, Springfield, biological
sciences.
Karen Bray Rosenberger, Heyworth, sociology; Laurie Shirck,
Galesburg, economics; Brenda
Stalcup, Trenton, English; Jamie
Streett, Macomb, social work; Julie
Ann Studnicki, Streator, marketing;
Catherine Sutliff, New York City, N.Y.,
theatre; Keith Swartzentruber,
Metamora, management; Phil E.
Teubel, Fairbury, industrial safety;
Anne K. Tucker, Bloomington, health
sciences; Kendall Turner, Bloomington , specialized educational development; Mary Beth Vance, Peoria,
dance; Shawn Verbout, Normal,
mathematics; Ruth Vincent, Lexington, agriculture; Connie Wolber,
Warren, home economics; Nancy
Woods, Normal, psychology and
Susan Ziegler, Bloomington, curriculum and instruction.

Dean's Scholars
Honored as Dean's Scholars
were freshmen Paul Bilodeau, Des
Plaines, pre-business administration;
Janene Grace, Lockport, specialized
educational development; Julie
Harpman , Victoria, secondary education; Jeffrey Hillyard, Red Bud, applied
computer science; Laura Idle, Evanston, music; Wendy Johnson, Rockford, pre-management; Amy Jones,
Coal City, elementary education; Eric
Nielsen, Mahomet, applied computer
science; John Petrillo, Aledo, chemistry; Joanne Piwaronas, Breese, com munication; Toni Volpe, Toluca, art;
and David Wendt, Decatur,
pre-accounting.

Foundation-Alumni
Distinguished
Scholars
Foundation-Alumni Distinguished
Scholarship winners were Kelly Arble,
O'Fallon, mathematics; Stephen
Benner, Streator, biological sciences;
Wanda Carlisle, Washington, business
administration; Daniel Fox, Mt. Pros-

pect, applied computer science;
Gregory Ilk, Palmer, mathematics; and
Scott Jones, Normal, applied compu ter science. Krista Conley, an elementary education major from Monticello,
is a National Merit Scholarship winner.

Bellwood, applied computer science;
Joseph Vasquenz, Normal, psychology; Darryl White, St. Louis, Mo., art;
Jeff Williams, Danville, pre-business;
and Frank Zayas, Normal, general
student.

Community College
F-ADS

Health Service
gets certificate
of accreditation

Communtiy college F-ADS
winners who receive $1,000 over two
years, were Pamela Andrews, Peru,
political science; Christine Berlage,
Elizabeth, finance and law; Lauri
Champion, Bradford, accounting;
Susan Gordon, Calumet Park,
mathematics; Kathleen Hynes, Chicago, chemistry; Gary Kunkel,
Wyante, chemistry; Linda Maxheimer,
Rochester, elementary education;
Gretchen McCarthy, East Peoria,
psychology; Kevin McGuire, Sherman,
accounting; and William Schwabenland, LaMoille, accounting.

Minority Professional
Opportunities
Minority Professional Opportunities Scholarship winners receive
$1 ,000 for one year. They were Kord
Adams, Peoria, pre-business; Lana
Branch, Chicago, elementary education; Kevin Brockington, O'Fallon,
applied computer science; Harold
Burks, Chicago, pre-business; Caryl
Charles, Chicago, accounting; Gary
Filzen, Peoria, biological sciences;
Kerry Forrest, Maywood, accounting;
Darryl Fuery, Chicago; pre-business.
Madelyn Gousse, Arlington
Heights, biological sciences; Mellanie
Griffin, Wheaton, communication;
Brian Harmon, Peoria, applied computer science; Canakkale Hayes, Chicago, accounting; Keith Hayes, Chicago, biological sciences; David Irvin,
Chicago, pre-business; Barney Johnson, East St. Louis, biological
sciences; Theresa Martinez, Steger,
pre-business; Zenetta McDaniel, Carbondale, foreign languages.
Jacqueline Moreno, Mol ine, specialized educational development;
Trenton Odeneal, Park Forest,
physics; Dion Oglesby, Bolingbrook,
marketing; John Patterson, Chicago,
industrial technology; Countance
Pullen, Carbondale, pre-business;
Alexander Rivas, Frankfort, prebusiness; Claudia Roberts, Peoria,
mathematics; Marsha Roberts, Peoria,
mathematics; Julie Robinson, Chicago, political science; Oscar Smith,

The Student Health Service has
been awarded a three year certificate
of accreditation by the Accreditation
Association for Ambulatory Health
Care. This is the maximum length of
time a certificate is awarded. The
award means that the Student Health
Service meets the standards for quality of health care set by the Chicagobased national accrediting
organization.
"We think accreditation is very
important and that it helps us to continually improve the quality of care we
provide," Wayne H. Ericson, Health
Service director, said. "We feel that
the students are the ultimate benefactors from our participation in the
accreditation program."
In order to achieve accreditation,
the Student Health Service underwent
an extensive on-site survey of its
facilities and services.
AAAHC is a private, nongovernmental, not-tor-profit organization. The AAAHC conducts its accreditation program on a national basis
and c urrently accredits more than
300 group practices, ambulatory and
office-based surgery centers, university health services, health maintenance organizations, community
health centers, and hospital based
ambulatory services.
The purpose of the student
Health Service is to facilitate the mission of the university by fulfilling the
general health needs of students.
Services include physician and nursing care (comparable to services
available through most family physicans in private practice), diagnostic
x-ray and laboratory, infirmary care
(eight beds), pharmacy, women's
health care, and health education.
A sample of medical records
shows that at least 70% of the students use the health service each
year, resulting in about 47,000 patient
visits. Students who register tor nine
or more semester hours prepay a
health fee which entitles them to use
the services.
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ISU Financial Aid officials
were ready for new guidelines
By Marc Lebovitz
Despite the gloom and darkness
over most financial aid offices at the
country's colleges and universities,
the sun is shining brightly at Illinois
State University.
Unlike many of the country's college students who will receive their,
federal financial aid checks months
after their tuition bills come due, a
large number of ISU students receiving financial aid had their checks in
hand on the first day of classes, Aug.
18.
According to Terry Richards, acting director of financial aid, his office
is in great shape, even ahead of last
year's successful pace, thanks to
procedural changes several years
ago that anticipated new federal
guidelines.
As of the first day of classes,
when students receive financ ial aid
checks, ISU will disburse campusbased funds of $799,672, a whopping
$230,003 ahead of last year's firstday distributiion. Also authorized to be
distributed is $4.7 million in student
loan funds from finan9ia l institutior:is
in various student hometowns.
Last year, Richards said, the
financial aid office processed 3,650
guaranteed student loan applications
as ot the opening of school. This year
the number is 4,700. Last year's yearend total of disbursed funds was $34
million. This year's numbers are destined to top that.
New federal requirements for the
collection and verification of information from students applying for financial aid have caused massive paperwork logjams and delays in
processing guaranteed student loans
and other funding for students.
Government handbooks on verification were received nationally only a
few months ago, so the new forms
and paperwork are causing a major
slowdown.
When students cannot pay tuition
bills, schools cannot pay their bills. It
is reported that some colleges and
universities may prohibit students

from enrolling the second semester if
first-semester tuition and fees are not
paid.
Simply stated, the U.S. Department of Education's new regulations
require college officials to verify add itional information obtained from students applying for loans, grants and
scholarships. Such information as
family income, number of family
members and number of fam ily
members attending college has to be
verified.
At Illinois State, Richards
explained, this type of informationgathering and verification has gone
on since 1982, when university financial aid officials wisely anticipated the
federal government would soon
require it.
"The change bac k then has
really paid off now," he said. "On the
fi rst day of classes this year, when
financial aid checks are handed out
to eligible students, we should exceed
last year's disbursements. And last
year was wonderful in terms of a large
percentage of funds being distributed
on the first day. Our number of recipients and number of dollars is up
significantly.
"Another reason we started this
program in 1982 was the feeling we
had that a lot of students were not
applying for certain funding programs
because they didn't know they were
eligible," Richards said. "This system
is a pro-student mechanism because,
using the information they provide us
with, we can indicate to th em just
what grants and sc holarships and aid
they are eligible for."
Recently, an ISU fina ncial aid
officer explained the ISU system to a
national convention of financial aid
officers, and those at the Dallas,
Texas, meeting were amazed. T he
idea of collecting all the necessary
information and verifying it up front is
new to most universities now that the
federal government requires it.
Last year, the U.S. Department of
Education Region V c ited former ISU
financial aid director G. Kay Jacks
and the financial aid office as the
"best and most innovative financial
aid program in Region V, or in the
country."
Proposed cuts in student financ ial aid have not come about, according to Richard Jerue, vice president
for governmental relations of the
American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), of
which Illinois State is a member. Parents and students who did not apply
for financ ial aid because they thought
there was a funding shortage, he said,
are encouraged to apply for such aid.

Dina Gadrow, second from right, is shown with President Watkins, Gigi
Gadrow, and Alumni and Parent Services Director Carol Morris.

Chicago woman parent of year
For her dedication to her ch ild ren
and her community service, Ms. Dina
Gadrow of Chicago has been named
Illinois State University's fi rst Parent of
the Year. She was honored at halftime
of the Parents Weekend football game
last month.
Students can nominate their parents with a one-page essay, and a
three -member selection committee
representing the Parents Board, the
Student Alumni Council and the
Office of Parent Services makes the
final choice.
Ms. Gadrow, a graduate of
DePaul University and a single parent
since 1975, was nominated by her
daughter Gigi, a sophomore majoring
in psychology and Spanish. Ms.
Gadrow also has a daughter, Michelle.
Gigi Gadrow nominated her
mother because of her dedication to
her two daughters, which enabled her
to send both to private high schools.

Ms. Gadrow currently is secretary for
the Good Counsel High School
Mother's Club and will be a member
of the ISU Parents Association Advisory Board this fal l.
Earlier, Ms. Gadrow was a Girl
Scout leader, a member of the
Mothers Association of Gigi 's gymnastics team, worked at a non-profit
organization involved in better housing in Chicago's Uptown community,
and is actively involved in her church
as a Eucharistic Minister.
Factors considered by the selection committee included an assessment of the nominee's impact as a
parent, the contributions the parent
has made to the community, and the
parent's interest and enthu siasm for
ISU programs and activities.
Ms. Gadrow received an
engraved stainless steel plate commemorating her selection as Parent of
the Year.

Record enrollment
ISU has a total enrollment of
22,358 students this semester, the
largest in school history.
The number includes all students attending classes both on
and off campus. The figure is 1,180
students more than the 21, 178 that
enrolled a year ago.
ISU's 10th class day oncampus enrollment was 21,278 students. That number includes·18,991
undergraduate and 2,287 graduate
students.
The enrollment at off-campus
class centers is 1,080. Of that
number, 332 are undergraduates
and 748 are graduate students.

Last year's combined total
included 20,419 on-campus and
759 off-campus students.
Other total enrollmenments are
24,680 at Northern Illinois (an
increase of 369) and 3,485 at Sangamon State (an increase of 249).
Illinois State has the largest
on-campus enrollment of full-time
students in the Regency system.
The totals in that category are
17,745 at ISU 17,288 at NIU and
945 at SSU.
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Many students help pay for e~lucation with part-time jobs
By Julissa Winberry
Part-time employment for students at ISU is important in the lives
of many students. Twenty-five percent of the undergraduate students at
ISU have part-time jobs on campus.
At least that many more have jobs
off-campus.
There is a tremendous variety of
opportunities both on and off-campus.
To be eligible for on-campus
employment a student must be registered for a minimum of six semester
hours. Off-campus jobs are any jobs
that have no connection with the
University.
Students working on-campus
either work under the College Work
Study (CWS) program or under the
regular employment program.
CWS is a federally funded program available to help provide parttime employment to students who
qualify for financial aid. Many offices
on-campus extend their budgets by
employing CWS students, because

80% of the salaries are paid by the
Federal Government.
Regular on-campus employment
is any type of non-work study
employment. Regular employment is
funded 100% by the University.
The Student Employment Office
is the clearinghouse for job opportunities, meaning that many students go
to the Student Employment Office for
help in finding jobs. Employers on and
off-campus use the job board located
outside of the Student Employment
Office on the second floor of Hovey
Hall, the University administration
building. The postings on the board
include listings available for employment on-campus, off-campus, for
CWS, and for some regular employment openings.
Most on-campus student positions are listed under the Student Job
Classification Plan. This plan categorizes available jobs on-campus into
three levels according to how much
supervisory responsibility is required.

These three levels range in pay from
$3.35 to $4.00 an hour.
Illinois State's largest student
employer is the Office of Residential
Life. ORL employs more than 1,500
part-time students, 1,200 of whom
work at the residence hall food
service.
For those students who would
like to work for the food service, jobs
offered range from checking students'
ID's as they enter the cafeteria, to
cooking, to working in the dish room.
Students also can work for the Residence Hall bakery, or in the main
office of the residence hall food
service.
Most of the University offices
employ students to work as reception ists. This job requires typing and personal phone skills.
· There are other opportunities that
require more unique students skills.
Students who are strong in a particular academic area can be paid tutors

in many of the University's departments. Also, students can be Undergraduate Teaching Assistants. UT A's
have such responsibilities as helping
the professors grade tests and keeping office hours to help students who
are having trouble with classes.
Another area of work that
requires a particular skill is being a
lifeguard. If students are ceritified in
advanced lifesaving and cardio
pulmonary resuscitation, they might
consider contacting Campus Recreation about trying out to become a lifeguard at one of the University's three
pools.
Campus Recreation also is in
charge of Intramural Sports. They hire
students who have experience in officiating in softball, volleyball, basketball and touch football for intramural
sports.
Students interested in learning
more about employment opportunities
on-campus can contact the Student
Employment Office at (309) 438-2027.
Many students may choose to
work off-campus. The stores at College Hills and Eastland malls are
among the biggest employers for offcampus students, with more than 600
students working part-time. Nearly all
employees are sales clerks, selling
anything from shoes and clothes to
books, music and food.
Other popular places to work offcampus are the local pizza restaurants. Just about every pizza place in
town employs ISU students. Other
popular places to work are the
grocery stores such as Jewel, Kroger
or Cub Foods, to name a few, or at
the local restaurants like Bennigan's,

Alexander Steak House and Bombay
Bicycle Club.
Many employers like hiring college students. Patti Lee, assistant
manager of Musicland in College Hills
Mall said, "We hire college students
because it is easy to schedule working hours around their classes."
The exact number of students

working off-campus is not known, but
the ar:nount is belived to be
substantial.
There can be another advantage
to working part-time other than the
paycheck. Some students can gain
practical work experience which they
can apply to their careers.
For example, those students who

are interested in agriculture might
consider working at the ISU farm. The
farm currently employs four students,
all of whom are agriculture majors.
Working toward a degree in agriculture is by no means, however, a prerequisite for working on the farm.
James McKee, ISU farm manager,
said that anyone willing to work hard
and be dedicated to their job, can
work at the farm.
According to McKee, the students who work at the farm have ·
many responsibilities, including running the dairy, operating tractors,
detecting minor illness in all of the
animals and helping with the field
work.
Another example of a job that
allows students to gain practical
experience is the Daily Vidette, ISU's
student newspaper.
Tina Swedler, a mass communi cation major from Cicero, is the

Vidette's Wednesday night editor.
According to Ms. Swedler, working on
the Vidette has given her experience
that she feels is necessary in order to
get the job she wants when she graduates. "I feel that I have an edge over
many other students that will be looking for jobs because of the experience I gained by working part-time
for the Vidette."
Students are often worried about
doing well in their classes while
working part-time. Studies show,
however, that students who go to
school and work part-time have better
grades and manage their time better.
Students also can develop good work
habits such as becoming more disciplined about their job performance
and punctuality. In addition, the work
experience students gain make them
more marketable to employers when
they graduate.
The possibilities of jobs for students are only limited by the needs of
the students themselves.

Patti Lee and Todd Brooks are employed at Musicland.

Student workers stuff inserts in Vidette.

Dajer Acra found a job on university farm.
Tina Swedler works at student newspaper.
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Three SAC scholarship winners announced

SAC scholarship recipients for 1986 are, left to right, Karen Klein,
Jennifer Weir and Susan Dean.
Freshman recipients of the
annual Student Alumni Council (SAC)
scholarship program have been
announced by Barbara T. Todd,
assistant director of alumni and
parent services and adviser to the
organization.
·
Receiving $250 awards from the

ISU SAC scholarship program are
Jennifer Ann Weir, R. R. 1 Box 6, New
Berlin, Karen Klein, R. R. 1 B0x 236,
Flora, and Susan Dean, 515 South
Church St., Winnebago.
Weir, who majors in Music Therapy, is a recent graduate of Community Unit District No. 16 and is the

New format proves popular
during Parents Weekend
"STATE-FA IR '86," a new Parents Weekend activity, brought academic departments, student services,
and student talent all together to give
parents visiting campus a taste of
ISU. The transformation of the traditional Saturday morning ticket pickup
came as a result of requests from
parents to have all academic departments sponsor open houses.
"STATE-FAIR" offered parents
the opportunity to visit with ISU faculty
and staff at one time. The Colleges of
Fine Arts, Applied Science and Technology, and Business manned booths
in the Ballroom, while the College of
Arts and Sciences hosted its open
house in the Prairie Room of the Bone
Student Center. The College of Education hosted open houses elsewhere
on campus.
Students performing in this first
"STATE-FAIR" were the ISU Showstoppers, the University Dance Theatre and a group of Philippine dancers
from International House.
Another new opportunity for parents was the Box Lunch provided by

the Bone Student Center food service.
Although rain dampened the picnic
atmosphere, 660 lunches were distributed and fam ilies ate in various
locations in the Center and on campus. Dinner attendance doubled from
years past with 850 people being
served in a more casual atmosphere.
500 breakfast-goers enjoyed the
·music of bass and piano by Reid ·
Baker and Harv McClelland, ISU staff
members.
T he Saturday evening entertainment provided by students and faculty
from the College of Fine Arts gave
parents a peek at the talent that
abounds in the ISU music and theatre
departments. An estimated 1,400
people enjoyed the ISU Concert
Choir, solos and ensembles; both
vocal and instrum ental, a scene from
Shakespeare's "As You Like It" and a
grand finale from the newly formed
ISU Showstoppers. Proceeds from
this performance will go to benefit
scholarships in the College of Fine
Arts.

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David Weir.
While in high school, Weir was class
secretary her first year, in National
Honor Society her last three years,
Math Honor Society and Pep Club.
She was also an accompianist for the
musicals and the choir, and was
active in Jazz Band and IHSA Band
Ensemble. In addition to her school
activities, she has been involved with
her church group and a member of
4-H for 10 years.
Klein, daugher of Mr. and Mrs.
James Klein, is a recent graduate of
Flora High School. While in high
school, she was active in the National
Honor Society, Business Club and the
Marching and Pep Bands. She also
was in the Varsity Club, Pep Club,
Future H9memakers of America, Nike
Club and Honor Roll. She participated
in volleyball, softball and basketball,
and was a football statistician. Klein
also was named an Illinois State
Scholar, and was last year's Homecoming Queen. Accounting is her
major at ISU.
Dean graduated from Winnebago
High School and is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Dean. She is
majoring in accounting at ISU. While
in high school, she was in cheerleading three years, chorus four years and
in Swing Choir and Madrigals. She
also was active in Spanish Club, Math
Club, speech and drama competition,

musical lead one year, in a play one
year and on the Academic Team one
year. She participated in volleyball,
softball and basketball. Dean recently
was honored by the Rockford Register Star as being an outstanding
Young American, was in the National
Honor Society and in February
received her high school's DAR Good
Citizen Award.
This is the fourth year for the
SAC scholarship program. SAC is a
student organization which works in
cooperation with the Alumni and Parent Services Office to encourage
interaction among students, alumni,
and future students. Any ISU student
may become a member of SAC.
The organization raises funds for
the scholarship program du ring th e
year by an ISU Birthday Cake Service, SAC of Survival project and the
sale of graduation announcements.
According to Todd, the support of
these projects has been strong
enough to allow the number and
amount of the scholarships to grow.
"We are pleased that SAC is able
financially to assist new students,"
Todd said. "And, what is even more
exciting is the caliber of students this
program is helping to attract to ISU,"
she continued. All participants in this
program were competitors in the ISU
Foundati on-Alumni Distinguished
Scholar program.

Cake Service available
Send your ISU student a cake and your personal message through the
Student Alumni Council Birthday Cake Service. Help him / her celebrate a
birthday, holiday, special honor or any occasion.
Each cake is one-half of a sheet cake, is decorated, is available in
white or chocolate (both with white icing) and is delivered to your student
(Monday through Friday only.)
Product and delivery are guaranteed by Student Alumni Council. Proceeds from the project are used to provide scholarships and programming
for ISU students. Orders must be received 1O days in advance.
For further information on this service or the SAC finals survival package call 438-2586.

ORDER FORM
Deliver to _ _ __ _ __ ___ Delivery date _ __ _ __ __ _
Address

Day of week _ __ _

Phone _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ Chocolate _ _ _ _ White _ _ __
Message on card
Ordered by _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
Address
City _ _ ___ State _ _ _ _ Zip _ _ __

Phone _ _ _ _ __

Enclose payment of $9 made payable to Student Alumni Council and send
to SAC Cake Service, Rambo House, ISU, Normal, IL 61761-6901.
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Students
weave for
Asian firm
By Mark Lebovitz
Three fiber /weaving students of
Professor Naomi Towner are working
on a design project for a major silk
company in Thailand, the professional
equivalent of students designing
automobiles for General Motors.
After three weeks on an
exchange in China with 12 other College of Fine Arts faculty members
from Illinois State University, T_owner
took a side trip to Thailand and
stopped in for what she thought would
be a brief visit at the Jim Thompson
Thai Silk Company. Several days
later, that firm's head designer suggested the project to Towner for her
weaving students.
James Thompson (no relation to
Illinois' governor) helped in the liberation of Thailand after World War II,
and liked the country so much he
decided to live there. The production
of Thai silk, as a result of the war and
other factors, had declined dramatically, and the country's economy was
suffering.
In order to help Thailand's economy, Thompson sought new markets
for the silk and founded the Thai Silk
Company. He brought in new designs
and modern dyes and improved production standards, but maintained the
cottage-industry nature of the business. Today more than 1,000 residents of the city of Korath in
northeastern Thailand are employed
weaving, spinning and dyeing silk for
the Thompson company. Unfortunately, Thompson disappeared nearly
20 years ago while on vacation in
Malaysia, but his company is thriving.
"I was visiting with the head
designer, the managing director and
the production manager after having

Working on design project are, from left, Trisha Copeland, Springfield; Professor Naomi Towner; Sheila Geiselman,
Normal; and Carol Hiebert, Downs.

been flown to see Korath and having
spent a day in the design studio and
printing operation in Bangkok,"
Towner said, "when the head
designer suggested this student
design project. T hey once had a similar arrangement with the Royal College of Art in London.
"What they said they needed was
good woven textile designs," she said.
"So what we are working on is contract upholsteries for the business
market, what we call the commercial
market."
Two graduate art students, Sheila ··
Geiselman of Normal and Carol Hiebert of Downs, and an undergraduate
English major; Trisha Copeland of
Springfield, are working on individual
designs as well as one cooperative
design project.

"There are different concerns in
designing fabric that will be used in
furniture that people will sit on than a
fiber piece that will hang on a wall,"
Hiebert said, "although the aesthetic
concerns are the same."
Using the fine silk threads provided by the Thai Silk Company, the
students have to work out the weave
structure of the fabric they are designing, as well as the color scheme.
Because the fabric designs are conceptually three dimensional and presumably have never been woven
before, the students are essentially
inventing the recipe for these fabrics.
They first must design it on graph
paper.
"Not many American companies
produce pure silk fabrics, and few do
hand-woven silks," Towner said. "The

Soviet study tour announced
The Office of International
Studies and Programs has
announced a spring 1987 study tour
in the Soviet Union.
The four week tour, one of 12
programs sponsored by International
Studies and Programs, will be led by
Eric Johnson of the geographygeology department, and Jeff Ch inn,
assistant provost for Undergraduate
Instruction.
Beginning May 13 or 14, the tour
will leave Chicago for Moscow. From
Moscow, the group will travel to Baku,
one of the southernmost cities of the

Soviet Union and situated on the
shore of the Caspian Sea. The tour
will continue northward and include
stops in Kiev and Leningrad. After
leaving the USSR, the tour group will
visit Helsinki, the capital of Finland.
JoAnn McCarthy, director of
International Studies and Programs,
recommends the program for all
interested students who are in good
academic standing.
"The purpose of the tour is to go
beyond the media portrayal of the
Soviet Union and to see and make
contact with Soviet citizens and students," McCarthy said.

Students participating in the program will earn six hours c redit in the
Geography or Political Science
Regional and Area Studies course.
The approximate cost is $2,500.
Persons interested in the Soviet
Union study tour should contact
International Studies and Programs in
Stevenson Hall.

advantage the Thompson company
has with hand-woven silks is that they
can do shorter runs and special
orders." It is not worth the trouble for
an automated company to do short
runs and special orders.
The silk provided by the Thai
~ompany is very high quality and
expensive and provides the students
with the chance to work with materials they otherwise would never have
used.
The sometimes tedious and
laborious task of turning many spools
of silk into beautiful fabrics is almost
always one of pleasure to dedicated
fiber / weaving students because it is
a very tactile, detailed ritual that they
know yields a beautiful product.

Senior wins $500
Lisa Zilm , a senior majoring in
occupational safety, has received a
$500 scholarship from the Greater
Chicago Chapter of the American
Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE).
Zilm, who is from Braidwood, is
the chairperson of ISU's student section of the ASSE. She was selected
for the scholarship based on her
achievements and contributions to
creating a safer workplace.
This semester Zilm is an intern in
the industrial safety area of the
General Electric Company in
Bloomington.
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Commencement scheduled May9
Commencement exercises fo r
this year are planned for Saturday,
May 9. Undergraduate students who
will complete degrees between
December 1986 and August 1987
and students who will complete
advanced degrees between August
1986 and May 1987 will be eligible to
participate in the ceremonies.
According to John Boaz, associate vice president for administrative
services and coordinator of commencement, a record number of
graduates are expected to participate
in the exercises this year.
"We expect a slight increase
over last year," Boaz said. In the 1986
ceremonies 2,872 students
participated.
Six individual ceremonies will be
held-for each of the colleges and
the Graduate School.
The first will begin at 9 a.m. and
the last will begin at 5:00 p.m. Each
participating student will have his/her
name read, cross the stage, shake
the college dean's hand, and receive
a commemorative scroll from the ISU
Alumni Association. A color photograph of each graduate also will be
taken and may be purchased from
ISU Photo Services. Except for doctoral students, Diplomas are not presented during the ceremonies, but are
mailed to the graduates approximately six weeks after the end of the
semester in which all requirements for
the degree are completed.
The individual ceremonies were
begun in 1981 in an effort to personalize commencement. Prior to that
time, all graduates partic:ipated in one
ceremony and were recognized by
department.
Information for prospective
commencement participants will be
available in February from Boaz's
office in 301 Hovey Hall. All students
who wish to participate in appropriate
ceremonies must sign up by the first
of April. There is no cost to participate, other than for rental of the cap
and gown, and participation is
voluntary.

Students who indicate an interest
in participating in the ceremonies will
receive final instructions and details
in late April.
Also included in this information
will be tickets for guests for the
ceremonies of the Colleges of Business and Fine Arts. The exact number
of tickets available for each graduate
will be calculated after the expected
number of graduates has been
determined.
"We estimate seven guests per
graduate," Boaz said, "except for the
two ceremonies where we must control the number of guests." Approximately 18,000 guests attend the
ceremonies each year.
The entire university community,
lead by President Lloyd Watkins,
place great emphasis on this annual
event. The commencement ceremony
should be the high point of the academic calendar and should reflect the
appropriate accomplishments of
achieving a degree.
"The ceremonies should be a
time of celebration, yes," Boaz said,
"but within the bounds of the University's most significant event." This has
not been the case during some
ceremonies of recent years.
The President's Ad Hoc Commencement Committee was established to review inappropriate
behaviors that have been experienced, including possession of
alcoholic beverages and graduates
leaving before the ceremony was
concluded. In addition, the committee
has made recommendations to the
President for procedures to eliminate
these problems.
One recommendation will be to
check all commencement participants
for possession of alcohol prior to
each ceremony. Students will be
warned in both the February and April
packets of information that possession of alcohol is illegal on state
property. Any alcohol found during the
check will be confiscated and the
student will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony.

9a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
1 p.m.
2 p.m.
5 p.m.

1987 Commencement Schedule
Saturday, May 9
College of Applied Science
Horton Field House
& Technology
College of Business
Braden Auditorium
College of Fine Arts
Stroud Auditorium
College of Arts & Sc iences
Horton Field House
College of Education
Braden Auditorium
Graduate School
Braden Auditorium

Commencement Information
Question

. Eligibility to participate
(undergraduate)
Eligibility to participate
(advanced degrees)
Cap and gown orders

Office

Telephone

Admissions & Records

438-2181

Graduate School

438-2583

V.P. for Administrative
Services
Honor Cords
Honors Program
Graduation announcements Student Alumni Council
Extra tickets
College of Business Office
Extra tickets
College of Fine Arts
Commencement booklets
V.P. for Administrative
Services

The committee also is working to
educate both students and guests on
the parts of the commencement
ceremony and expected behavior during the ceremony.
"Parents and other guests are
reminded that the processional and
recessional constitute the brackets on
the ceremony." Boaz said. The processional begins the ceremony as the
graduates, faculty, Dean's party and
President's party march in. The
recessional concludes the ceremony
after these groups march out. Guests
must be in their seats prior to the processional and remain seated until the
recessional is concluded.
The committee, chaired by
assistant to the president Susan Kern,
is comprised of representatives from
the Alumni Association, Parents
Association, student body, faculty,

Student writers

Janet Udelhofen

Julissa Winberry

Two students have prepared articles for this issue of !SU Life.
Janet Udelhofen of Wheaton is
working this year in the News-Service
office and Julissa Winberry of Peoria
helps out in the Alumni and Parents
Service office.
Both are senior Mass Communication majors.

438-8627
438-2559
438-2586
438-2251
438-8321
438-8627

academic departments and colleges
and university administration. Mr. and
Mrs. William Hickle, Springfield, are
representing the Parents Association.
Boaz also reminds graduates that
the names of all students completing
degrees during the appropriate time
frame are listed in the commencement booklet. Copies are available
from his office.
The official graduation
announcements are available through
Student Alumni Council located in
Rambo House.
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Homecoming '86
a day of activity
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Big Red Marching Machine busy
By Janet Udelhofen

..

Not only is it the only student
organization at ISU that can cover the
Astroturf at Hancock Stadium, but it is
also the only organization at ISU that
will have the opportunity to entertain
the fans of the Super Bowl football
champion Chicago Bears.
The Big Red Marching Machine
consists of about 275 members. They
represent many academic areas of
the university, only 15 to 20% being
music majors. Under the leadership of
sophomore drum majors Hans Damkoehler and Wendy Kusmaul and
senior drum majors Denise Spangler
and Dave Vari, the Big Red Marching
Machine is made up of percussion,
wind and brass players, flags, rifles,
Coryphees, and a baton twirler, and is
supervised by Director of Athletic
Bands Larry Frank.
The school year begins early for
band members who arrive four days
before classes to start learning
vocabulary, rehearsing music, and
executing routines. Once classes
begin, they adopt a fixed practice
schedule of 4 to 5:30 p.m., three
afternoons a week, until the end of the
football season.
What many people may not
realize is that the Big Red Marching
Machine performs a new halftime
show at each home football game. If
there are home games two consecu tive weeks, they only have 4½ hours
to learn and perfect the entire
performance.
"On Tuesday we play the new
songs, and on Thursday we try to put
the feet and music together. Friday is
a complete run-through of the show,"
Frank explained of a typical weekly
practice.
"Saturdays are fun for me
because my job is done by then,"
Frank said. "The kids enjoy themselves, too, because they know they
just have to do the perfo rmance once
and won't have to stop and go back
and do it again and again," he said.
Recruitment of members for the
Big Red Marching Machine begins in
May with a postcard that is inserted in
the ISU Preview Packet which goes to
all incoming freshmen. On this card,
students are to indicate whether they
have participated in high school band
programs and if they are interested in
participating in ISU's band program.
Frank said he usually receives 1 50 to
200 replies from new students who
are interested in being members of
the Big Red Marching Machine.
Before selecting the music for a
performance, Frank said he meets
with athletic and alumni coordinators
to find out what other presentations
will be taking place at halftime. Then
he knows how much time he has to
fi ll.

When deciding on a selection,
Frank and his staff pick themes that
are suitable for the audience or correspond with the time of the year. For
example, Frank said the first performance usually has a patriotic theme
because the game is on Labor Day
Weekend. The theme of the Sept. 20
Parents Day game was "West Side
Story," featuring songs from the
Broadway musical especially familiar
to parents in the audience.
In addition to performing at Hancock Stadium, the Big Red Marching
Machine has made a number of outside performances. In 1984, they performed at Wrigley Field prior to the
Chicago Cubs National League East
playoff game. On Nov. 3, they traveled
to Soldier Field and played before a
crowd of 65,000 at the Chicago
Bears/Los Angeles Rams game.
"We've done enough with_the
pros that they call us now," Frank said
of the Nov. 3 invitation to Chicago.
"When they went to the Monday
night Bears game, they loaded onto
seven buses and arrived in Chicago
about three hours before th e game
started. They performed both halftime
and post-game shows.
"The fans don't get super excited
because they are there for the team
and don't have any allegiance to the
band," Frank said. " But the band
members get real fired-up and do a
fantastic job. It's a lot different playing
before 80,000 people." he said.
The ISU band played to crowds
of that size at NFL games in
Cleveland.
An additional factor that has kept
the band members "fired-up" this
year is the new uniforms they wear at
each performance. Designed by
Frank and expected to last 10 years,
the uniform consists of a full-length
red guardsman coat with a spherical
chrome botton-tree down the front,
black trousers with red and white
striping, and a reversable cape. One
side of the cape is red wool and has
ISU in block letters, and the reverse
side is white satinee with Reggie
Redbird in white, black and gold. The
old uniforms were purchased in the
fall of 1977.
The season ended for the Big
Red Marching Machine on Nov. 16 in
Braden Auditorium at the annual
Band-o-rama. The band played a variety of songs performed during the
football season before the estimated
audience of 1,200 to 1,500.
"It's our chance to say thank you
to the people who supported us during the season," Frank said.
Although being a member of the
Big Red March ing Machine requires a
great deal of hard work and dedication, Frank said there are two ways he

Members of ISU's Big Red Marching Machine model their new uni- ·
forms. They are, in front from left. Mike Keith of Bolingbrook. Hans
Damkoehler of Normal, Mike Brown of Monticello, and in back,
Denise Spangler of Morton and Anne Henderson of Rolling Meadows.
feels the members benefit. The first is
the social dimension that becomes
noticeable after the opening four days
of lengthy rehearsal is interrupted by
the first day of classes.
"The first Tuesday practice after
classes start is always interesting for
me," Frank said. "It's hard to get them
quiet because they haven't talked to
their new band friends in a day. It's
real neat. This is when they realize
they've got a nice big family at college that they suddenly belong to," he
said .
" And secondly," he said, "they
learn how to do a job as well as they
can in a short amount of time.
Throughout life, they're going to be
given deadlines which they'll be
expected to meet, just as I often
expect them to pull a show together in
three days. We don't pretend to be
perfect, but we sure come close," he
said .

Frank, who has been director of
athletic bands at ISU since 1981, has
both his bachelor's and master's
degrees from ISU. Currently, he is
working on a Ph.D . in Educational
Administration.
Assistant directors to the Big Red
Marching Machine are Rosemary
Albanese, graduate assistant; Dave
Col lier, percussion instructor; Scott
Snyder, community relations director
at BroMenn Healthcare; Bill Toovey,
graduate assistant; and Mark Victor,
University High School band di rector.

